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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Twenty-sixth Report — “Public Hearing with the Police Commissioner on the CCC’s report on an incident at 
the East Perth Watch House” — Tabling 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.56 am]: I present for tabling the twenty-sixth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission titled “Public Hearing with the Police Commissioner on 
the CCC’s report on an incident at the East Perth Watch House”. 

[See paper 3889.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: This report by the joint standing committee follows the Corruption and Crime 
Commission’s report on the investigation of an incident at the East Perth watch house on 7 April 2013. The 
report was tabled in Parliament on 20 August 2015, some 30 months after the incident was first reported to the 
commission. The CCC’s report was in response to a complaint made by Ms Joanne Martin, who had been 
arrested in Northbridge for disorderly behaviour and taken by WA Police officers for processing to the 
East Perth watch house. The subsequent inquiry into the actions of 12 WAPOL staff stationed at the watch house 
who had some involvement in the incident resulted in the commission making the following opinions: serious 
misconduct within the meaning of section 4(c) of the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct Act against two 
WAPOL staff; reviewable police action within paragraph (b) of the definition of “reviewable police action” at 
section 3 of the CCC act against two WAPOL staff; and serious misconduct, misconduct within the meaning of 
section 4(d)(iii) and (vi) of the CCC act, and reviewable police action against one police auxiliary and custody 
officer. 

In addition to these opinions, the commission made six recommendations to WAPOL about the future operation 
of its watch houses. These recommendations were related to areas of supervision and training, policy and 
procedures, consistency of supervision and joint training, record keeping and decision-making, electronic record 
keeping, and avoiding officers seeing naked detainees of the opposite sex. 

Although WAPOL accepted the report’s recommendations, the Commissioner of Police, Dr Karl O’Callaghan, 
said that the officers who remained at WAPOL since the incident would not face criminal or disciplinary action 
because of the amount of time that had passed since the alleged assault. Additionally, it was his view that 
Ms Martin escalated the use of force that was required in that incident and, as such, that the process used by the 
police was lawful.  

This report by the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission committee provides 
a timeline of the Corruption and Crime Commission’s 30-month investigation into the incident. The committee 
sought comment from CCC commissioner, Hon John McKechnie, QC, about the reasons that may have 
contributed to the delay. Commissioner McKechnie advised that there were two substantial delays in the 
commission’s process of investigating and reporting this matter due to competing, urgent matters 
between April and July 2014, and August 2014 and August 2015. He said that delays were attributed to, and 
I quote from the report — 

… in part due to the tardiness in the appointment of a substantive Commissioner from 
April 2014-April 2015 and the need for two Acting Commissioners to work on a rostered basis for that 
period whilst continuing to manage law private practices outside the Commission. 

The difficulties faced by the two acting commissioners in undertaking their private full-time legal practices while 
also acting on a rotating basis as commissioner every two weeks followed the resignation of then commissioner, 
Mr Robert Macknay, QC, in April 2014. The committee’s fifteenth report, “Ensuring the Timely Appointment of 
a New Corruption and Crime Commissioner”, in August 2014 highlighted the implications of this arrangement 
and made full recommendations to address the situation. Regrettably, however, only one of these 
recommendations was accepted and acted on. 

In this current report, the committee reiterates two of the same recommendations to amend the Corruption, 
Crime and Misconduct Act 2003 to ensure the Corruption and Crime Commission is not in the future left 
similarly exposed to lengthy periods without a substantive commissioner. 

I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their collaboration on this report: the committee 
Chairman, the member for South Metropolitan, Hon Nick Goiran, MLC; the member for Forrestfield, 
Mr Nathan Morton, MLA; and the member for South West Region, Hon Adele Farina. We were ably supported 
by the commission’s secretary, Dr David Worth, and Ms Jovita Hogan. 
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